
 
February 20, 2004 
For immediate release 
 
Toronto’s Anglican archbishop to retire 
 
 
Feb.  20 – The Most  Reverend Terence Fin lay,  b ishop of  Canada ’s  largest  
Angl ican d iocese,  announced las t  n ight  that  he  wi l l  re t i re  on June 11 .   
 
Archbishop Terence Fin lay,  66 ,  sa id  he i s  s tepping down as  b ishop of  the  
Diocese  of  Toronto to enjoy h is  re t i rement  years  and spend more t ime wi th h is  
fami ly.  
 
“I  fee l  i t  i s  t ime for  the  d iocese  to  have f resh leadership and I ’ l l  be  handing i t  
over  wi th many g ood th ings  in  p lace,”  he  sa id .   
 
An e lect ion wi l l  be  he ld  in  Toronto in  June to  choose h is  successor.   
 
Archbishop Fin lay  has  been a  b ishop for  18 years,  16 of  those  as  Bishop of  
Toronto and four  as  Metropol i tan of  the  Ecc les ias t ica l  Province of  Ontar io.   
 
“As Canada ’s  largest  urban d iocese,  we are  ca l led on to address  many major  
cha l lenges,”  he  sa id .  “We have  t r ied to equip c lerg y and lay  people  to  face  the  
rea l i t ies  of  l i fe  and respond effect ive ly  by bui ld ing communit ies  of  compass ion 
and restorat ive  and d is t r ibut ive  just ice.  We have been g reat l y  b lessed and we 
work to  be accountable  in  us ing the  g i f ts  g iven to us  by God for  the  miss ion of  
the  wider  Church.  We have promoted an apprec ia t ion of  a l l  that  we rece ive  
through the d ivers i ty  that  enr iches  our  cosmopol i tan d iocese.  We have 
encouraged personal  l ives  of  prayer  and sp i r i tua l  depth g rounded in  the  
teachings  and the way of  Jesus  Chr is t .”  
 
The Diocese  of  Toronto,  which inc ludes  the  g reater  Toronto area ,  has  217 
par ishes  cover ing 10 ,000 square  mi les.  There  are  83 ,834 Angl icans  on par ish 
ro l l s  and 376,000 ident i fy  themselves  as  Angl ican ,  according to  the  2001 census.  
 
For more infor mation,  contact :  
Stuar t  Mann,  Communicat ions  Manager  
Tel :  (416)  363-6021,  ext .  247 



 
E-mai l :  smann@toronto.angl ican .ca   
 
 
For more information contact: 
Name of Person 
Telephone Number 
E-mail Address 
               


